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Housing

Child life, the workers' physical condition, and public health
demand that the wage earner and his family shall be given a
full opportunity to live under wholesome conditions. It is not
only necessary that there shall be sanitary and appropriate
houses to live in but that a sufficient number of dwellings shall
be available to free the people from high rents and over-
crowding.

The ownership of homes, free from the grasp of exploitive
and speculative interests, will make for more efficient workers,
more contented families, and better citizens. The Government
should, therefore, inaugurate a plan to build model homes and
establish a" system of credits whereby the workers may borrow
money at a low rate of interest and under favorable terms to
build their own homes. Credit should also be extended to
voluntary nonprofit making housing and joint tenancy asso-
ciations. States and municipalities should be freed from the
restrictions preventing their undertaking proper housing pro-
jects and should be permitted to engage in other necessary
enterprises relating thereto. 'The erection and maintenance of
dwellings where migratory workers may find lodging and nour-
ishing food during periods of unemployment should be encour-
aged and supported by municipalities.

If need should arise to expend public funds to relieve
unemployment the building of wholesome houses would best
serve the public interests.

Militarism

The trade-union movement is unalterably and emphatically
opposed to "militarism" or a large standing army. "Militar-
ism," is a system fostered and developed by tyrants in the hope
of supporting their arbitrary authority. It is utilized by those
whose selfish ambitions for power and worldly glory lead them
to invade and subdue other peoples and nations, to destroy
their liberties, to acquire their wealth, and to fasten the yoke
of bondage upon them. The trade-union movement is con-
vinced by the experience of mankind that "militarism" brutal-
izes those influenced by the spirit of the institution. The finer
elements of humanity are strangled, Under "militarism" a
deceptive patriotism is developed in the people's minds, where
men believe that there is nobility of spirit and heroism in dying
for the glory of a dynasty or the maintenance of institutions